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SOURCE 


1, From 500 to 600 Soviet tr ops have been stationed in Timisoara (R 16/T 913 
since the end of the war. “hey were quartered in the former Rumanian 5th : 
Rifle Regt Barracks and i. private houses, A larre Soviet unit noved inte 
the old Transylvarda Barr.cks and the Lenau Barracks iv the fall of °9h9. 

All vehicles of this unit-rere marked with a swallew, In August 1950, the unit 
was replaced by a still l.seer unit. which arrived from an easterl; direction 
and had an oblique (achre ;eestellten) white bear on its ve icles. The unit 
relieved departed westwarls. (L) 
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Prior to 15 April 1951, tia Seviet headquarters controlling all troops in 
the Banat wes Located om ine Be uth side of Piata Libertati (Liberty Square), 
opposite the former Primeria (town hall). At the headguart:’s were three 
penerals, one of whom wor? to stars and the other tye one star each. These 
eenerals were still at th: nest in &ril 1951. Source did net sacle or se 
inspecticns of the post ty hizheraniing Aeviet officers. (2) He only kney 
that one Ceneral Malinovici, (fmuj, stayed in Rumania cn | ly in 1947 o (33 
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« The Soviet military post ieadquarters was in the former German post headquarters 
boildive on Pariserstreei, Prior te Febraary or Narch 1951, it was on Diaco~ 
rioovic Lora Strest.. 


uo ALL Soviet troops were «.rctered in vermanent barracks installations and all 
sears in private hows 4s, The officers had special passes sranting then 
likarty to move about, Ir tate 1950, entire residential areas were requisition= 
ed so that all officers tyid be billeted in one area. Moat of the Sovie 
tcops were veterans, anciisny of them were war decorations. Ib was not 
coserved whether any larg: srouns ol recruits had arrived, 
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&, The troops were equipped wiz1 both light and heavy tanks. a 
were similar to tanks whic! he had observed with the Seviete curing the tinal 


whase of World War II, The ieavier tanks mounted a revelving turret end a gun 
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without musale brake, All of the tan''s observed were marked vith a rod stan 
and a three-dirit number on their turrets, Tre tanks did not have 4A machine 
guns. However, the troocs were equipped vith numerous AA cuns of abort 76 em 
without muzzle brakes. Some of thes zuns were permanently emplaced ab the \ 


news airfield and poe the flunting woods in Ticisoare, eehaee Sfemi af cons \ 
were also observed. No other : artillery  Leces 8, rocket Launchers, or heavy 
nortars were seen at the post. Tears of two seldisre each wore renenvely seen | 


carrying a weapon consistiag of a slin barrel, about tro meters Long. with a 
bubtelike device or its end. and canvasecovered bolt rechanisn forward cf 
the butt. bhis weavon vrodaced a viry sharp renort when 
it was fired at the vance near ths Taunting yoods< 

No larre-scale maneuvers wore chsarved during the surmer and fall of 1°50. 
Hewever, almost every ot:er day during the second half of Vareh 1°01, trainiac 
exercises for nart of the troops from the enact, lasting ene whole nicht, vers 
held in the area toward Sovalesz (2 16/2 81). Cinfire fron heavy wearens and 
detonaticns were heard from this area. Seviet Broons were also seen ~Yacbice 
ing street firing with blank armrunition in the outskirts of the city in earl 
19514 


The Seviet Snones in Timisoara received ration sur lies, and probahir, POL 
supelies from the Rumanian authorities, Trere was ne Soviet supply acwint 
a 
re 


& rallroadman stated that the Soviet troops in Timi sosra received one t 
of fuel monthly. 


The Seviet troors in Timisoara and sugins were partes of the sare rajer unit. 
Ty Apeil 1951, the troors in Pugias moved into low wooden barracks beildings 
newly constructed in the snuthwestern sector of the tow:, The billeting 
capacity of these quarters was ro ghly estinated at 1,606 trocpse I Buglas 
reeldents statec that the wearons of the troocs included tanks. No Remanian 
trooss were stationed in Suaias. 
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of Jirbolia (Y 7/T Ctelsc (2 16/T 60), Deta (¥ 1O/¥ 97), and Lenta (y 1S /¥ 
IT} © >) Rivsentian border ruard units with sreen service 


color vere stationed in this sector of the Rumanian-Yuroslav tberder. Thone 
border cuard personnel oeceupied the forward line of a system of fire trenches. 
In addition, there were three crore lines ef trenches with bunker-type ducoutes. 
in late varch 1951, sovrce ooserved that the line farthest fron the border 

was accupied by military versannel. whom ha could rot identify as wither Rumanian 
or Soviet. Local residents, however, stated that Soviet urcons moved into 

this defense system for t-e “irst time in Jamiery 1951, 
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Uo improvement or enlargement of the hirhyvars in the aren between Timisoara ard! 
the Turoe sLav horder wae observed, nor were there any armunibion derons or 
supply bases, No measures incicoetive cf rreparations for war were seen in the 
border area. Fowever, the pop lation of Timisoara tes in a state cf alare 

on account of the alleged noverent of Soviet trocys inte the defense system 
along the berder, Not even < © the Tito-Cominfore crisis in 19L0 had Seviet 
troops occupied the horder area nesr Tirtsnara, Civilian residents weve at 
liberty to move about in a circumference of 30 ‘ke: around Timisoara in the 
direction of the border, However, persons who rac urcent reasons to enter the 
border area prooor could do so only when they had recsived special permission 
from Rumanian state security authoritias, 


In the fall of LOh9 Soviet tron; s soved to arad (1 16/16). 
moved toward the west in August 1950, as the troops in Pee 
April 1951, Soviot officers wearine tart insignia and other 
service color were observed in Arete Seuree Learned in Arad 
were also stationed in Lipove (R 15/0 3h). 
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(3) BEMProbably referred to Varshal Ro¥.\Malinovski, Inasmuch as Malirovskt we 
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when new Soviet trocos appeared in the Banat in August 1950, 
observe any noticeable traffic betreen these new trocns and 
stationed in the berder area of southeastern Hunpary. 
however, that Soviet units and vehielos would cross the Runanilaneiun-arian 
border at will and without any Clearance from national authorities. 

En route to Bucharest, on 23 March 1951, 


five Soviet officers 
and 20 to 30 NCOs at the Craiova (R 33/34 /& 63) railroad station, The presence 


of a Soviet RTO at the station indicated definitely UN that a military 
post was in the Craiova district. In Bucharest, es: traltic 
of Soviet military vohicles. Me confirmed that a Soyi headquarters was in 
the Ambassador Yotel in Bucharest. Letters received in Aucust 
1950 stated that new Soviet troops had just =v whe Bucharest area, A 
member of the TARS (Rumanian Airlines Company) to ace that Soviet troops 
were also stationed in Constanta (R 53/si) fi. Th) did net know of any 
other Sovict troovs in Rewrania or any olSicers! names or APls. (6) 
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Relations between Soviet and Rumanian troo:s were very strained, No Joint 
exerciees or maneuvers were observed, The military post training area and 
target ranges were used jointly, but always at different, times. No Soviet 
instructors were observed with the fax Rumanian units in Timisoara. Soviet 
and Rumanian officers met only fer lectures and other recreations1 activities 
at the Soviet officers! club on the west side of Liberty Square, There Was no 
contact whatever between the Soviet and Ruranian enlisted sersonrel, 


the Levee OR eee oe, i 
the large CFR workshops northeast o: the Pabrica ‘ailroad station, Timisoara , 


would be vacated, allegedly to furnish additional billeting space for the 
Soviets, 


The Soviet military units in Timisoara employed indigenous vouen as charwomen 
and kitchen helpers. On general principles, so Rumanian workuen were employed 
in Soviet billeting areas, 

The sale of city plans, maps, or picture postcards was prohibited in Tinoseara 
although there was no ban on the pucchase of reilroad timetables, Letters 

to addressees abroad could be nailed without restrictions. Apparently there 
was’ no censorship. Only registered letters had to be delivered unsealed to 

the post office, and the senders required to preduce their identity cerds 

and be registered. (7) 


Comments. 
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In general, the information on Soret troovs in Timisoara and on the sxcchanre 
of troops in 1949 and 1950 conf ipps ypc oo .., l 
r 


In October 1949 and April 1950, eported a hich-echeloa 
Soviet haadquarters in the former & 4n Corps headquarters euildins on the 


south side of Liberty square, opposite the town hall. 
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comandemiIn=chief of the TransbaikeleAmur ®D in 19L7, it is inprobable that 
he held a military appointment in Rumania at that tine, ‘le probably attended 

a Cormemoratio: in Rumania in his capacity ss former commander=in~chia? of 

the Second Ukrainian Front. This was the reeson civen in Rumanian press dispst 
for his subsequent visit te Bucharest in August 1949. Press resorts dated 19g 
and 1950 stating that Marshal 2.7. Malinovski had assumed command of the 
Rumanian Arey and a report E77 stating that he was in Timisoara in late 
November 1950, have been refuted, Walinovski is still carried as commarmiere-ine- 
chief of a hiph-echelon command areney in the Far AL’ 
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Previous reports st:ted that Soviet troo s in the Craicva area were also reatat= 
ed between the fall of 19h9 anc the summer of 1950. Eo information is available 
on the strength and identity of the troors who are believed to be stationed 

in the Craiova area at present. There have been no ranorts on retation of 

the Couvtet troops whe are believed to he in the Bucharest area, All reports 
available indicate that an unidentified Soviet division is stationed in the 
eastern pertion of Rumania. Compare with information covering the pericd of 
winter 1950/1951 bir one smiree frem Draila. ii z 

Cn the hole, confirmed previous estimates on the Soviet 93 
situation in the Banat. It has thus bean fairly definitely e stablishac that 
one Soviet Civision, erehaoly the ?¢ Cds Neez Div, was transferred from the 
Banat to southeastern Zuncary in 199 and/or 195¢C, The Wq 2€ Gds Yecs, Biv may 
have previously been Located in Craiova, vhereas the veadquarters ef the un« 
identified division now carried in the Banat is believed to be locatad oe 
Timisoara, The question vhethor snothar Soviet division is nov stutioned in 

the Bucharest area rust remain open, The troons there are rrotsbly oly GER 
units or AAA units which are suberdinate to a high-sechelon Seviet comand 
arency in Rumania. There is no do bt, however, that another Sevket duvision, 
whose numerical designation ani T/C have not been determined, is located 

in the eastern vortion of Rumania. 
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